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Absolute and Relative

Snehansu Mandal

(Ph.D., lIT Kanpur)

Absoluteness and relativity refer to two levels of reality. Absoluteness isa charac-
ter of the absolute, non-material reality, whereas relativity is a character of the material
(both physical and mental) reality or world. Absoluteness is like light and relativity is
like shadow, darkness. Absoluteness is not literal light and relativity is not literal shadow
or darkness. Absoluteness refers to that character which is independent of material space
and material time. Material space and material time are what living entities observe
through their external (eye, ear, skin, tongue and nose) and internal (mind, intelligence
and ego) sense organs. Absoluteness cannot be grasped or observed through the material
faculty mentioned above. These internal and external (material ) sense  organs act like
a curtain which prevents the living entities from seeing the absolute reality or the truth.
Absoluteness can only be grasped directly (aparoksha anubhuti), without the intervention
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of the material sense organs, by a person (tattva-drasta) who is free from all material
contaminations (four defects as discussed in the previous issues). Relativity embodies
finiteness with a beginning as well as en end in both space and time. Finiteness is a
character of material space and material time. Material space is indicated by the bulk
(observable by the external senses) volume, occupied by any physical body, which begins
at one coordinate of space and ends at another different coordinate of space. Material
time is indicated by the flow of events which starts at one point of time and ends at
another different point of time. Material space and material time are complex in their
character and therefore, they always change without any reference, giving rise to
haziness, confusion, obscurity, uncertainty, failure etc. Absoluteness is not finite. It neither
has a beginning nor has an end. Absolute is both infinite (bibhu), as well as infinitesimal
(anu). Absoluteness is free from any haziness, confusion, obscurity, uncertainty, failure
etc. Absoluteness is clarity and therefore, is also flawless confidence and hundred percent
certainty. There is no tinge of failure in absoluteness. It is all success. Absoluteness is
made of simplicity and causelessness. It is fundamental. Absoluteness and relativity are
exclusive to each other though relativity is dependent on absoluteness but, absoluteness
stands independent of relativity. They never stay together. Truthfulness, honesty,
convergence, conclusion, decision, precision, coherence, reversibility, peace, solution, order,
unity in diversity are inseparable, internal features of absoluteness, whereas, separation,
divergence, falsity, dishonesty, indecision, elaboration, irreversibility, unrest, disorder,
contradiction are inseparable, internal features of relativity.

All residents of this physical world have access only to relativity and not to
absoluteness. This happens because the residents of this world accept and thereby enjoy
relativity. They simply love and embrace relativity. They do not like absoluteness and thus
do not accept it. This they do both consciously and unconsciously. By consciously
accepting, they develop the tendency (samskar). Once the tendency is developed, they
follow it even unconsciously. This phonemenon is beginingless. But though this is
beginningless, still, one can take the decision, once for all, of leaving materialism embod-
ied with the character of relativity and embrace absolute reality permanently. With this
decision, one becomes liberated and the curtain of relativity is withdrawn and the
absolute reality dawns. This is possible with the help of a guru who is expert in revealed
scripture and at the same time, is also a tttva-drasta (aparoksha-anubhuti-sampanna). By
this process, one can attain absolute reality or peace.
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